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Judge’s comments: “This front page stands out for its conceptual ambition and thoughtful use 

of typography as journalism. Rather than relying on traditional photography, the design uses a 

field of encouraging phrases to visually reinforce the central theme of student support and 

resilience. The approach is cohesive and intentional, immediately signaling the story’s purpose 

while inviting readers to pause and engage with the message. 

The masthead is strong and legible, anchoring an otherwise text-driven design with authority. 

Color choices are disciplined and effective, creating contrast without undermining readability, 



and the vertical text treatments are handled carefully enough to feel purposeful rather than 

distracting. The headline is clear and well-placed, clearly connecting the visual concept to 

editorial content. 

Overall, this cover reflects a newsroom willing to take creative risks while staying grounded in 

mission-driven reporting. It demonstrates how design itself can function as storytelling.” 

 

 


