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Judge’s comments: “This is a terrific subject for a sports feature with a potentially wide 

audience of readers considering that Detroit once was one of the bowling meccas of the nation. 

However this doesn’t quite fit the category. Written in the first person with no other sourcing, it’s 

more of a feature column. 

There is a decent level of reporting, with the writer giving readers a fairly thorough comparison 

of the two forms of bowling with one important exception: We learn that in 10-pin bowling there 

are two rolls per from and in duckpin bowling there are three. But nowhere in the story do we 

learn how many frames per game there are. We’re left to guess there are 10 frames in each game. 

I would have liked to read a bit more about the demographics of each sport. Participation in 

bowling has imploded in recent years, which many blame on the change in the “smoking in 

public” laws. 

Dozens of bowling alleys have shuttered their doors. What’s the story with duckpin? Has it 

realized any growth that proprietors might link to the plunge in 10-pin bowling?  

This is where additional sourcing could turn this piece into a bona fide feature story. 

As much as I enjoyed this piece, it killed me to see a horrific typo in the lead graph. There are 

also issues with consistency. You capitalize Taphouse correctly when you first mentioned it; it’s 

a proper noun after all. Then you lower-case the noun in several places thereafter. Also, and I 

cannot stress this enough: you must get better acquainted with the AP Stylebook. There are 

several style issues in this piece. 

That said, I see some real talent here. You have a good command of the language, and a decent 

command of grammar and punctuation. This can take you places.” 

 

“A family rooted in LCC” 

By: Nicole Wadkins, Lansing Community College 

 

https://mirrornews.hfcc.edu/news/2025/05-05/striking-out-discover-duckpin-bowling-detroit






 

Judge’s comments: “This entry represents the start of what could have been an outstanding 

candidate in this category of the contest. The title teases the reader about “a family rooted.” 

However, the story includes just two of the three people featured in the photo that accompanies 



the piece. And sadly, those are the only two sources cited in the story. Tonya Causley-Ingram is 

conspicuous by her absence in the story. 

This story begs for input from other sources. Not the least of which would be the president of the 

university, who should have much to say about Mike Ingram’s legacy after 35 years on the bench 

as basketball coach and Layne’s ongoing contributions as Chief of Staff. It also might include a 

comment or two from Mike Ingram’s players over the years, talking about how much he meant 

to them during their formative years at LCC. 

The timeline leading to Mike’s hiring as coach is confusing. There are several AP Style issues 

that need to be addressed. There are issues with improper capitalization. For instance, when 

standing alone and not before a name, marketing coordinator and chief of staff should not be 

capitalized. 

But most distressing of all is the massive grammar error in the most important part of your story: 

the lead: 

For coach Mike Ingram, basketball and Lansing Community College HAVE always gone. . .. 

Moving forward, strive to dig deeper with multiple – numerous – sources that will help you tell a 

story with myriad layers. Your subject here had enormous possibilities, and you deserve credit 

for recognizing that.” 

 


