


Judge’s comments: “I enjoyed this story more than any other entry in this category. It explores 

an interesting and timely issue. and the reporter collected great quotes and background on the 

farmer. That the farmer’s father told her when he was dying that she would be better farmer than 

her is one great, compelling and heartbreaking detail. (Honestly, it could have been the story’s 

lede.) The only reason I gave this entry second place instead of first is because it only has one 

source and it is difficult to label a story “in-depth enterprise” if it only has one voice. I would 

have liked Isabelle to reach out to an agriculture expert, local offical or another farmer for more 

information on the overall trends in cherry farming and cherry farming in Northern Michigan. 

The story mentions in the first sentence that cherry farming is part of the area’s heritage but does 

not explain that at all. Isabelle might have also talked to neighbors who thought the farmer was 

selling to a developer and other members of the family about what the farm means to them. I 

think it could use some description too of the farm itself. Overall, it is a good story that 

humanizes the difficulty of modern fruit farming. I also liked the headline.” 


