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Judge’s comments: “The central illustration is the visual anchor of the spread, and it effectively 

conveys the theme of reinvention. The color transition from grayscale to vibrant hues mirrors the 

story’s arc and gives the layout an immediate emotional hook. The challenge is that the 

illustration dominates so strongly that the text competes for attention rather than partnering with 

it. The typography and column structure feel secondary, which can make the reading experience 

less fluid than it could be 

 

A tighter, more effective version of the suggestions is that the spread would benefit from a 

clearer visual hierarchy that lets the headline and opening paragraph stand out against the 

dominant artwork, along with improved text flow through added subheads, pull quotes, or 

increased spacing to make the narrative easier to read. Balancing the two pages by extending 

color or graphic elements across the gutter would help unify the spread, while stronger 



typographic contrast—especially in the headline and section markers—would give the story 

more presence. Integrating colors or shapes from the illustration into the text areas would create 

a more cohesive visual language, and breaking the narrative into clearer stages would reinforce 

the theme of transformation that the artwork already communicates so powerfully.” 


